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Thank you, Mike, for such a great introduction.  Good evening ladies & 

gentlemen, honored guests and fellow Beavers.  

It’s truly both an honor & a privilege for me to receive this award from 

such an amazing organization.  When the phone rang that morning, as 

soon as I realized the President of the Beavers was calling…my hand 

literally started to shake.  The phone call simply took my breath away.  

I’ve been very fortunate to work with an amazing group of people 

throughout my career, many of whom are here tonight. Whether we 

worked at Fireman’s Fund together back in the day, you’re one of our  

surety company partners or one of my incredible colleagues at 

Gallagher here at tables D-7 & E-7, I’m thankful for my relationships 

with each of you.   

Early on I was blessed to work for Don Nowacki and Dick Farnsworth – 

two men who rejected the preconceived notions of what a contract 

bond underwriter and later manager should look like; and, gave a 

young girl a chance to follow her passion.  Along the way I was blessed 

to be exposed to the legacies of a couple of past award winners in Bill 

Ames & John Lamberson; and, an amazing number of customer 

relationships…some of which date back to World War II.   

A very special thank you goes to Tom Gallagher, Doug Bowring and 

Maureen O’Connell, all of whom have been extraordinary colleagues & 

friends I would follow to the moon and back.  Then there’s my husband, 

Jeffrey, who many of you know as the guy grilling the lamb chops & the 



sliders and making the jambalaya at our Beaverdilly parties.  He’s been 

my rock for a very long time.  We met in a contractor’s suite at a 49ers 

game nearly 25 years ago, so Jeffrey’s known from the very beginning 

what this industry & being a member of the Beavers means to me.   

When I sat down to write this speech and began to reflect on my years 

in this industry and all the contractors whose paths I’ve been fortunate 

enough to cross, there are simply way too many of you – even those 

who are here in this room tonight to recognize individually.  We have 

been extremely blessed to represent some of the finest companies 

working in this industry, including some past Beavers’ Award winners; 

and, thank our lucky stars every day for our business partnerships with 

you.  

On a personal level, so many of you have taught me so much over the 

years, as well as allowed me the opportunity to challenge your thinking 

– whether it’s about if a project makes sense, where the risk is in the 

work, help you develop the roadmap for where your companies are 

headed or navigate through an ownership or management transition.   

Sometimes I’ve been known to yell at you because you bought too 

much equipment, decided to develop something or took too much 

money out of the company without talking to me first.  One day a few 

years ago I pulled up to the front of a contractor’s office and the 

windows were covered with sheets of paper with just five letters on 

them  E B W D S.  I thought what the heck is that?  When I got up close 

to look the words were typed there in little letters…Early Broom 

Warning Detection System.  He clearly didn’t think I was driving my car 

to his office that day… 



You’ve let me consistently challenge your conclusions about all aspects 

of your business; and, hopefully at the end of the day benefited as a 

result.   

For those of you who don’t have this kind of relationship with your 

surety professionals, I encourage you to invest the time to develop one.  

The better we understand what you do, the more we have to offer.  

Then hopefully, our collective decisions help your businesses thrive.  

All of your surety professionals feel an enormous amount of 

accomplishment in what we see you build and take pride in the small 

role we play as your trusted business partner.  No one wants to see you 

succeed more than we do.  

I will be forever grateful.  Thank you. 

 


